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Easter falls later this year than last year. | 
am writing this column before the Easter 
weekend and last year this column was 
prepared after | returned from the Edmon- 
ton Wild Rose Antique Show & Sale North- 
lands (sponsored by the Wild Rose An- 
tique Collectors Society http:// 
www.wildroseantiquecollectors.ca/index.html) which is held on the Easter weekend. As the 
show has not been held yet | cannot report on the results from the show including any informa- 
tion on any wooden nickel finds. The Edmonton show is usually a good source for finds of 
wooden nickels and merchant tokens. | will report on the success of the 36th annual show in 
next month's report. 





| am in the midst of finalizing receipts and membership cards but have run out of blank 

cards. Norm Belsten is preparing new cards for me and will send them shortly. | will complete 
the cards when | receive them and will distribute the cards as described in previous bulletins. If 
you have queries concerning your membership status you can contact me by mail, at Al Munro, 
Box 2643 Station M, Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2P 3C1, by phone at 403-273-6133 or by email 
at wood5cents@shaw.ca. 


| would like to remind you that It is not too soon to start making a reservation for the annual 
C.N.A. convention this July in Windsor, Ontario. | encourage you to attend this outstanding show 
and to plan to attend our annual C.A.W.M.C. breakfast meeting on the Saturday of the conven- 
tion. Again our meeting is on the Saturday and not the Sunday as was the case prior to last 
year's convention. This event will be a great opportunity to meet fellow collectors and do some 
friendly trading. | expect that as the convention is so close to Detroit there will be an increase in 
attendance by some of our U.S. members. If you plan on issuing a "wood" for this convention 
please order them shortly to give the manufacturers’ sufficient time to produce your order for 
you. Also please plan on bringing some extra wood for our friendly auction after the meeting. 


Our annual meeting is an opportunity to honour members who have put forth extraordinary effort 
to support our hobby. If you would like to nominate someone as a potential recipient of an 
award please advise me at one of the contact points shown above. 


Good luck in your 
collecting 
activities. 


Fabulous 
Convention 

Medal designed by 
John Jaciw a 
member of the i | | 
Windsor Coin Club> s ‘  WILLISTEAD MANOR 3 / 
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South Wellington Coin Show finds March 26, 2011 


At the SWCS Coin Show on Saturday, March 26th, | was able to get these 5 woods for $2 (i.e. 


CANADIAN 4O cents each). 
ASSOCIATION 


The dealer had close ties to a Jim Deluney who made nearly all the woods for the Angus and 
Barrie Ontario area years ago (in the 1980s). He said John Regitko was good friends with Jim 
and would have all his woods. 
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Free Wood of the Month Courtesy of 
Calgary Numismatic Society 2011 Coin Show by CNS and Al Munro 


EIU Smee, [2011 CALGARY 
Dp 6s cot | COIN SHOW 


Radisson Hotel Calgary Airport 





Ow pow 2120-16th Ave. NE 
Past Presidents: i se nt “ee - | MARCH 5 & 6-10 to 5 pm 


Pre-sale $3 or $5.00 at the door 


www.calgarynumismaticsociety.org 





2003—2005: 
Norm Belsten 
2001—2003: Norm Belsten made 500 of the CNS 2011 woods referenced as cat #8140-378, and pictured 
Earl Salterio* here with the reverse on the left and obverse on the right. The Calgary Numismatic Society and 
Al Munro donated 100 to CAWMC as a free wood. They have done this for many years. Norm 
1995—2001: Belsten has shown all the past designs used by the club over the years in a previous Timber 
Lou Vesh Talk issue (March 2010). The Calgary Numismatic Society had its beginnings in 1950 when 
eight Calgary coin collectors decided to exchange numismatic knowledge, items and ideas by 
1991—1995: forming a club. In January, 1959, the club's name was changed to the Calgary Coin Associa- 
Pat White* tion (CCA) and the club became a registered Society under the Societies Act of Alberta. At the 
same time the monthly bulletin containing information about the club's activities and about 
1985—1991: coin collecting in general, was started. In 1958, the Calgary club hosted the Second Annual 
Norm Belsten Western Coin Round-Up in cooperation with the Regina Coin Club,. This Show was very suc- 
cessful and the Calgary subsequently hosted the Western Coin Round-Up in 1961 and 1963. 
1983—1985: In 1965 it was decided that the Calgary Coin Association should hold an annual coin show. In 
Neil Probert 1968 the 15th Annual Canadian Numismatic Society Convention was held in Calgary with the 
Calgary Coin Association as the host club. In 1969, the name of the club was changed to the 
1981—1983: Calgary Numismatic Society (CNS). The success of the 1968 CNA convention was repeated in 
Stanley Clute 1975 when the CNA again held their Annual Convention in Calgary with a triple celebration; the 
25th Anniversary of the CNA, the 25th Anniversary of the Calgary Numismatic Society and the 
1979—1981: 100th Anniversary of the City of Calgary. The club subsequently hosted the CNA Convention in 
Don Robb 1987 and again in 1995. It went on to host many of its own shows, the 2005 CNA Conven- 
tion. 
1977—1979: 
Victor Hall* Stayed tuned for our June 2011 Timber Talk when Lou Vesh shares his groundhog! 
1975—1977: 


Garry Braunwarth 


(*Deceased) 





Fat Stan’s Lounge & Liquor Store 


Submitted by David Phillips 


During our Alaska cruise in June (2010), the ship stopped in Ketchikan. My wife and | were 
shopping around in the downtown area and decided to find a place to have lunch. One of the 
places we checked out before making a choice was Fat Stan's Lounge & Liquor Store (5 Salmon 
Landing, Ketchikan, AK 99901, 907-247-9463). It was more a bar rather than a restaurant, but, 
since | was in there anyway, why not ask if they had any bar woods (or chips, as they are often 
called). Yes, they did, and, in the ensuing conversation, two more different woods were identified 
and produced (and purchased by me too). Here are 3 woods from Fat Stan's. 


Editor's Note: | found these 3 ratings on Fat Stan's, and thought they may be of 

interest. First said, "We headed to Fat Stan's because we were looking for a good local 

beer to enjoy with our lunch. Since Alaska Fish House doesn't serve beer, they offered 

to deliver our lunch to Fat Stan's. From the outside it looks like a dive, but it is actually 

nice, with a lodge type of ambiance. Once we sat down, we noticed that it is actually 

part of a restaurant, but blocked off from the inside. They have a good variety of local 

beers and micro brews from around the country. | was also intrigued by the homemade 

pepper vodka they were making behind the bar. If only | were in the mood for a Bloody 

Mary. | was impressed that they allow my food to be delivered. | will definitely be back 

the next time around. Great beers, friendly people and a great escape from the cruise 

insanity." Second one said, "The beer selection at this place is what you'd expect from 

Alaskan bars; Alaska Amber and some other Alaskan 'seasonals' on tap and a wide 

variety of imports and Alaskan beers, with a bunch of Pacific Northwest brews as well. 

This place is tiny, but everyone that hangs out there is pretty cool, so it does not seem 

so bad. The seating is comfortable with bourbon barrels as tables. Another great place 

is a pub about 20 minutes south of town called 'The Hole in the Wall’. Amazing little 

place ona pier. If you go to Ketchikan, go to the ‘Hole in the Wall’." And finally the third 

one, "This place has great atmosphere. It is very small, and | truly mean that. They are 

more known for their mixed drinks as well as their wine. One thing I've liked about this 

place is if you don't want what they have on tap, which can be a little limited, you can buy something from the liquor store they 
operate and drink it at the bar. Now you will have to pay a corkage fee, but they have some pretty cool stuff. Stone products 
come to my mind at the moment. From time to time, they also will have live music set up. They do special event hosting, as 
well as private parties which can be a blast. The owners are really cool, as well as anyone else they employ. One thing does 
separate this bar from any of the other bars in the area. It is clean, non-smoking, and in the summer you can meet some 
pretty cool people from all over the world. During the summer they also let people bring in food and eat while enjoying their 
brew. Overall, it's a pretty cool place." 
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The Manufacture of Wooden Nickels 
Submitted by John Regitko 


| acquired an old printing press some years ago from the estate of the late Vic Borrow. Vic 
was a prolific manufacturer of wooden tokens which were created on the printing press. As 
is obvious from its appearance, the press probably falls into the antique category. | didn't 
think much of the press until a couple of months ago (2010), when | had lunch with a 
collector from Port Clinton, Ohio. He gave me a few back issues of The Numismatist, official 
publication of the American Numismatic Association (ANA). 


In the October 2008 issue, it showed an illustration of the original printing press used by Dr. 
George F. Heath to produce early issues of The Numismatist. The press is on display at ANA 
Headquarters in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The illustration is reproduced here so that my 
press can be compared to the press in the illustration. When you compare the arm, the 
round plate and other features, the comparison leaves little doubt that it is of similar vintage. 
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Any differences can be explained by the fact that the ANA press has the handle in the high rt 
position, while my photo has it lowered. Because of the different position, the two rollers trol 
would also be in different locations (my photo shows the two rollers over the round plate). Hh} ) \|) ini 


| also obtained over a ton of individual characters made from tungsten-reinforced lead 
(below, left) housed in two floor-model cabinets each containing 12 drawers. Each drawer 
(below, right) contained dividers with various sizes and styles of type (not arranged 
alphabetically, but in a standard layout used by all people involved in the printing industry 
where the most used letters were closest to the person picking the individual pieces of lead 
type). Also included were a variety of spacers. The small spacers (the same height as the 
individual letters, numbers and symbols) would be used to separate words. The longer 
pieces were used in separate lines, while thicker long pieces were used to separate 
paragraphs. It was a tedious process, but before other ways of stamping wooden nickels, it 
was the best technology at the time. 


It would 
'| appear 
that the 
| last wooden nickel stamped out before he 
passed away was the Dash Car Wash wood 
containing the same design on both sides 
(illustrated at left). The individual pieces of type, 
| Spacers and fillers were still set up in the 

retaining collar when | acquired Vic's wooden 
assets. The owner of Dash Car Wash happens to be a cousin of MECSCC member Albert Kasman. At about the same time, | 
acquired some blocks of type (metal mounted on wooden block backing) that were used for printing the early issues of the 
publication of the Canadian Numismatic Association and the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada, which shows that it was not the 
sharpest and clearest way of including pictures in newsprint publications. The appearance of wooden nickels sure have come a 
long way since the first Canadian pieces. 








LETTER PRESS 


The early ways of producing wooden nickels was 
via the rubber die method. Because it involved 
inking the high parts of a rubber die and 
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transferring the ink onto a piece of wood, the quality, although legible and acceptable, did not contain the sharpness that 
collectors wanted. As well, the quality was inconsistent, to say the least, as the above four examples show. Jim Deluney carried 
on business for many years with this method, before switching to hot stamping sometime prior to his death. This method created 
excellent quality woods regardless of the wood they were struck on. 
















~ | Flat wooden tokens (known simply as "flats") were also 
* | produced by letterpress, such as the TICF flat at left. 

~| Manufactured by the late Vic Borrow, it took three 

| stampings for each side, once each colour. Vic was 

>| known for issuing flats with multiple colours as well as 
»| inserting logos and symbols. Because of the cost of 
creating the dies for hot stamping, larger size flats 


fo Ginger-Ale = G 2K | 
Pe S Grp! Lime, Lemon Slice Thin — il a ieee em Nave fallen out of favour except for personal Christmas 
- ; Sour in Panch Bow! in above order — g ee zm 3 a > = pee hk F ») and New Year's woods. 


Prose #3 ets 
r heed 


Because of the much superior quality of woods manufactured via the hot stamping method, some manufacturers invested in the 
equipment necessary to transfer from a roll of foil (with a heat activated glue on the back using a heated metal die) onto the wood. 
The first one to acquire a hot stamp press was CAWMC member Lou Vesh, who used it to mainly strike his own woods, only 
accepting a few requests from his closest friends to strike theirs. He even went one step further, hand painting parts of his 
designs, such as the wings, beak and head of the birds in his "Birds in my Backyard" series or select objects on other woods (i.e. 
the very colourful pumpkin). His most eye-appealing work probably appears on the woods he created as fund raisers for CAWMC. 


Deluney's Wooden Nickels, owned by the late Jim Deluney, was the first "commercial" company to purchase a hot stamping press. 
Norm Belsten, operating as Norm's Hot Stamping, also acquired one and has issued many different wooden nickels created via 
this method, producing thousands and thousands of pieces for himself and many others, mainly for ONA Conventions, CNA 
Conventions, CAWMC meetings, holiday issues and milestones. 


When Canada Wide Woods was founded by Larry Walker, Bill Cousins and the late Ken Wilmot, they purchased a more expensive 
hot stamp press that enabled them to accept orders for larger quantities from businesses, civic governments, etc. 


The four examples of wooden nickels created via the hot stamp method are perfect strikes. Although pieces exist that are not 
perfectly struck due to the press not being hot enough to melt the colour foil completely and evenly or the die being placed in 
slightly uneven, most pieces by far are perfect, with the quality only being an issue if the wood is discoloured, uneven, or 
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otherwise not as eye appealing as it could be. 


RUBBER STAMPING 






If no illustration is involved, a cost saving measure is to take a child's lettering set and make up your 
own. Ordinary ink from a rubber stamp pad works pretty good, as the above example shows. This was 
created by the late Harvey Farrow (a former member of CAWMC) and Jacquie Miller (daughter of the 
late Eric Miller, owner / operator of the Coin Military Mart located in the Sheppard Centre Mall in North 
| York, Ontario). Both of them were employed by CAWMC member John Regitko at All-Comp Supplies & 
| Services at the time. The team also ran the Toronto International Coin Fair out of the All-Comp office, 
organizing 2 or 3 shows a year for a few years. TICF has the distinction of hosting an ONA Convention 
as well as a CNA Convention, the only time in the history of both associations that they have allowed a 
"commercial" company to host one of their conventions. 





SILK SCREEN PRINTING 





Another method of producing high-quality wooden nickels is via the silk screen method. It was used by Universal Signs to produce 
them during the time they manufactured them (they got out of the business because it did not require a rubber or metal die, but 
rather, the design was transferred onto a strip of clear acetate (illustrated above, left) which then produced the wooden nickel 
(above, second from left). Jack Veffer had Universal Signs produce his woods, including the Toronto Blue Jays wood above. 
However, Jack did not quite understand the unforgiving nature of the process, so when he created the artwork for the Blue Jays 
wood in 1992, the end-result was a terrible looking wood. He destroyed all of the woods with the exception of two pieces, which are 
in my possession. 


WOODEN TOKEN ISSUED TO COMMEMORATE VISIT TO VATICAN by John Regitko 
C.N.A. E-Bulletin Number 2 — February 1, 2005 


Congratulations to Carolyne-Marie Petch for being selected as one of only three official Canadian representatives to attend the 
Good Shepherd Catechises International Council 7 50th Anniversary meeting in Rome at the end of October. 


Carolyne-Marie is known to many C.N.A. members as both the wife the C.N.A. 1st Vice-President & Editor, Paul Petch, and as the 
Chairman of the hospitality committee during the 2004 C.N.A. Convention. In her work, Carolyne-Marie prepares children for first 
communion and also trains adults in how to do the same work by serving as a team member of a certificate program at St. 
Michael’s College, University of Toronto. 


A collecting sidelight to the trip was the preparation of a commemorative wood to celebrate the anniversary of this work that began 
in Rome 50 years ago. There are 100 woods with the 50th anniversary side in gold and the Good Shepherd side in green. These 
woods were handed out as souvenirs from the members of the Canadian contingent. An additional 200 woods with both sides 
green were produced for friends. The woods were 

manufactured by Norm’s Wooden Nickels. 


Left to right below: 5900-497 reverse—green , 
5900-467 common obverse—green, and 
5900-498 reverse—gold. 
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Chips from my Woodpile .... 





While attending one of the Ontario coin club shows last year, | stumbled across this unusual looking wood. | probably paid a quarter or 
fifty cents for the wood and wondered what story might be behind it? 





Looking at what | called the obverse, the only “Royal Vic” that | could think of offhand was the Royal Victoria Hospital in Barrie, Ontario 
and maybe the wood was made and handed out to Volunteers for some past event. The reverse of the wood showed The Canadian 
Numismatic Association logo and more importantly “Member L.M. 192”. | took the wood to a Southern Ontario Chapter meeting last 
fall but no one seemed to have seen this wood before. The meeting did offer one small ray of hope as Paul Johnson, R.C.N.A. Executive 
Secretary, said that he would check his records and if he could, would e-mail to me the identity of C.N.A. member 192. As it turns out 
C.N.A. Life Member 192 is Wayne Gillcash from Taylor Village, N.B. | photocopied the wood and sent a short letter to Wayne for some 
input on it’s origin. 


This March, | received a reply from Wayne in which he said: 





“Sorry for the delay in answering your letter about ‘Royal Vic Volunteers’. | don’t often get to the bottom of the pile on my desk and at 
the time | received your request it didn’t ring any bells. After some time it came to me that about 25 years ago we had a Centennial 
project at Victoria School in Moncton (since closed and demolished) and that particular piece (the one that | sent a copy of) was lim- 
ited to 5 copies and used as a VIP pass for Geoff 
Bell, the late Ray Mabee and | along with 2 other 
committee members to gain after hour access to 
the building. While the exhibit was on we had 24 
hours security guards in the building.” 






So if you should come across one of the other 4 
woods that were made by Wayne you can add it to 
your collection and you will know a little bit about it. 





‘Til next time ...... Let the Chips he 
where they fall. 


Editor’s Notes re Victoria School, New Brunswick 


It was difficult to find anything on a Victoria School or Royal Victoria School in 
New Brunswick in the 1970-1980's. | could not find anything in Moncton nor 
Taylor Village New Brunswick. However, | did find a Victoria Corner School 
(Carleton County, N.B.) which was built in 1888 by George Boyer, Sam 
McGuire and Bill Albright. This building was sold to the Women's Institute for 
$1 after students were bussed to Hartland and the WI used it as a community 
hall until it burned down a few years ago. The Victoria Corner School consisted 
of grades one to eight. The building was heated by a stove called a "cylinder 
stove". At this time, many young people only went as far as grade eight. To 
carry on their education, they had to go on to Hartland, reached mainly by foot, 
even in the winter, with grades nine and up, not compulsory, therefore not 
government paid until the new Equal Opportunity system was introduced in 
New Brunswick in the 1960's. Now the children of this community are bussed 
to classes in Somerville, Hartland and Woodstock. On June 5th, 1913 the 
School Flag Dedication took place. The teacher and pupils of the Victoria held 
public exercises. The week was a charmingly 


on the official christening of the Union Jack recently 
procured through the energy of teachers and 
scholars of the school. A considerable number from 
around the district were present and greatly 
enjoyed the carefully prepared and highly 
appropriate exercises. 
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| also came across this letter published in a forum by Ron Clancy now of Burnaby, B.C. (armys@home.com). "I just searched the 
web and found this very interesting subject on Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada. | am very interested in Canadian history and 
this subject of Saint John brings a lot of memories. | was born in Saint John in the year 1928. | went to the very old and good 
school on the corner of Duke and Sydney Streets called Victoria School. | remember the days of climbing the stairs, five stories to 
the old assembly hall. | was born on Broadview Avenue and in them days at-home births were very common. | am remembering 
the days of going to Lily Lake for a swim and renting a row boat, and after we would go to the stables and rent a horse and ride all 
around Rockwood Park. Lots of fun! On weekends (Sunday only) my parents would go to Crystal Beach for the day, and the mode 
of travel was on the old Steamship Majestic or the old Purdy. On other Sundays in the afternoon, we would all gather in King 
Square and listen to the Salvation Army Band. We kids had a good time wading in the water under the old grandstand. Well that's 
all | can remember about good Saint John, | left there in 1952 and joined the army. | am married and have three children, one girl 
and two boys. They are married now and living in Ottawa Ontario, where they are all settled. My wife and | have been on the West 


Coast of Canada for the last twenty-five years since | retired from the service. | still love my home city in the Maritimes and still 
miss Dulce and Perrywinkles." 
































Thistletown Coin & Stamp Club, Ontario, Canada by Judy Blackman 


The Thistletown Coin & Stamp Club in Ontario was founded in 1964. Below are there of their woods | recently acquired their 1978 
14th Anniversary Show, 1979 15th Anniversary Show and 1980 16th Anniversary Show. They also issued woods 1981-1999 in- 
clusive with 1999 being their 35th Anniversary Show. Each of the three woods below were produced in lots of 500 each, and are 
38mm round. The 1978 is red both sides #5888-001, the 1979 is blue both sides #5888-002, and the 1980 is black both sides 
#5888-003. Mississauga-Etobicoke Coin, Stamp and Collectibles Club was formerly the Mississauga and Thistletown Coin Clubs, 
until they merged. "Thistletown Thistle" located at the intersection of Albion Rd. and Islington Ave. is Thistletown's (Rexdale) contri- 
bution to Toronto's "Cavalcade of Lights" display throughout the city. 
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lroquois Falls 1973 Happy Winter Carnival by Judy Blackman 


Alain Gadoury of Iroquois Falls (Ontario) sent me 
two of this 1973 wood. It’s referenced in Norm’s 
catalogue as 5430-005A CALVERT CONI CLUB LOG 
INC., 2500, black / black, round 38mm. Iroquois 
Falls is in the Calvert Township in the District of 
Cochrane. The Chamber of Commerce minutes are 
missing for 1973-1974-1975 Iroquois Falls, to see 
what happened to the carnival, but the later 
minutes show “1983/84 the Chamber revitalized 
the Winter Carnival in hopes of getting the clubs, 
organizations and community involved. In 1985 
due to lack of volunteers the Winter Carnival was 
dropped.” | could not find any history on Calvert 
Coin Club Log Inc., it looks like it may have merged '!— 2 : mS 
with or become the Timmins Coin Club at some point?? imine Coin Club hese its monthly meeting at the coffee eHone at t the 
Shania Twain Centre, 1 Shania Twain Dr. from 2-4 p.m (Second Sunday). Meet people of like interest and learn what is new and 
happening. For more information, contact Randy at 267-7221. 





. Si prsas y : Folly 





Ansons Folly - The Story of Iroquois Falls 


The Iroquois Falls Historical Society is currently taking pre-orders for this long-awaited account of the history of Iroquois Falls. 
Quantity is limited and publishing date is expected to be in December, 2010. Cost is only $29.95 plus applicable taxes! ORDER 
YOURS TODAY!! Contact Alexa Wollan: email or phone (705) 258-3409 or Denise DeForge: email or phone (705) 232-0626 In 
addition, over 2000 historical images of Iroquois Falls are available on cd-rom $25! 


How Iroquois Falls (located northeast of Timmins) just off hwy 11 on the banks of Abitibi River with a population under 4,800) 
got its name: In the night, while the snoring Iroquois slumped in the canoes, the Ojibway braves ranged their canoes close 
together and began paddling, grouped closely, as fast as they could. As they went along in the darkness, they could hear a 
distant rumble. Their captors, however, slept on. The Ojibways silently passed long buckskin lines from one canoe to the other, 
until all were linked. Then, as they rounded a bend in the river and the current seemed suddenly to gain new swiftness, the 
Ojibways ran the canoes to a rocky ledge on the shore and — ee 
Silently leaped out. With them they took all the paddles and 
pushed the canoes out into the stream. There was silence 
for a time. Then, as the Iroquois began to waken to the 
heavy sound that seemed to draw nearer, the thunder of 
waterfall, screams of rage and terror filled the night. In the 
darkness on shore, the long-suffering Ojibways heard their 
hated enemies’ shouts fade into the rumble of the 
waterfall. The Iroquois, unable to steer their craft, were 
carried with increasing speed until howling with terror, they 
plunged over the mighty falls and were drowned. That, say 
the Ojibway, is how Iroquois Falls came to be named after 
an Indian tribe that existed hundreds of miles away. And 
never again, they add, did the Iroquois pay another such 
visit. Temperature has reached as low In January 1935, the 
town set the record low temperature for Ontario of -58°C 
(-73°F). 
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Election and Meeting News from Norm Belsten 

There was no more than one nomination received for any of the positions, therefore an election will not be required. The results 
of the nominations will be announced that the CAWMC Annual meeting held at the RCNA Annual convention in July 2011 and 
the results will be announced in the August 2011 Timber Talk. 


At the ONA Convention in May 2011, the first 20 minutes of the meeting will be an educational seminar and Norm will talk on 
woods and possibly have a slide presentation to go with it. If anybody would like more information or would like to assist in some 
way, please contact Norm directly to discuss it. 


Catalogue News from Norm Belsten 


Due to the fact that so many new woods are being issued | have decided to issue the supplements yearly so collectors can keep up 
with the new issues. | will be releasing supplement 12 in May at $5.00 for the excel file emailed, and $10.00 if on disk and mailed. 
$12.00 for the printed version as it requires more work and postage. The complete listing emailed will now be $40.00 complete 
with supplement 12. Anyone interested can contact me at nbelsten@sympatico.ca Or by mail at Norm Belsten 86 Hamilton Dr. 
Newmarket, ON L3Y 3E8 


The colour picture catalogue is coming along but | still need a lot of scans, if | don’t have a colour scan | will substitute a black and 
white if | have one. The catalogue is approximately 650 pages of woods plus the indexes and will be available when finished in a 
PDF format. 


Norm Belsten LM C45 


Bunyan’s Chips 


Brian Thom contacted Norm Belsten and has agreed to provide your editor 
approximately 10 pounds of 1970’s issues (and earlier) issues of the International 
Organization of Wooden Money Collectors (IOWMC—Seattle Washington) newsletter 
Bunyan’s Chips. The IOWMC was founded in 1964, and | came across this 
interesting article from the American Press 1993. 


Couple Likes to Take Wooden Nickels 
July 25, 1993 | THERESA HUMPHREY | ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Walter and Mayme Scott don't buy the old maxim, "Don't take any wooden nickels." 
In fact, they'll take all the wooden nickels they can get. The Scotts--she's 60; he's 67 
and a retired auto worker--own a small fortune in the bogus currency. Scott 
estimates that he has about 25,000 wooden nickels. They're kept in about 50 
loose-leaf binders, each book bulging with 25 to 30 pages of coin-filled plastic 
pockets. There's enough, Scott jokingly guesses, "to float a battleship." 


The Scotts, who live in this small town in northeastern Maryland's Cecil County, 
found their hobby doing another collector a favor. In 1974 a friend asked Scott to 
deliver the man's special wooden nickel collection to an exhibit in Shippensburg, Pa. 
Soon Scott had his own 273-piece collection commemorating the county's 300th 
anniversary. 
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Now the Scotts own buckets of wooden nickels issued by chain restaurants including 
McDonald's, Dairy Queen and Hardee's. Some were worth real money, such as the one that 
reads: "Good for 25 cents with next purchase at any White Coffee Pot Jr.," a Baltimore fast-food 
chain. They own handfuls of Canadian spruce dollars--relatively rare oversized wooden nickels 
made from spruce trees that fetch $5 and more on the collectors' market. Their riches also 
include wooden nickels from the now-defunct Sambo's restaurant chain, which mulched nickels 
left over when it went out of business. Collectors have paid up to $18 for those hard-to-find 
Sambo's nickels. 






CANADIAN 
ASSOCIATION 





The Scotts, who also collect wooden Christmas cards and wooden postcards, say their collection 
is virtually worthless. But they add that a wooden nickel without monetary value printed on it isn't 
worth, well, a wooden nickel. "It has to have a monetary value (printed on it) or it's not a wooden 

nickel," Scott said. "It's a wooden token." And they know their wood coinage. 





Both Scotts are past presidents of the International Organization of Wooden Money Collectors, 
founded in 1964. Scott is also in his 10th year as editor of the club's official newsletter, 
Bunyan's Chips. The newsletter goes to about 350 of the club's 375 members, Scott said, 
including two in Puerto Rico and a couple of servicemen in Germany. Based on the fluctuating 
membership, Scott estimates that at least 2,000 people in America collect wooden nickels. "A lot 
of them are seniors who need friendship. A lot of them are people who love to get anything in the 
mail to communicate," he said. "We (collect), because it's a hobby," said Mayme Scott. "We just 
like doing it. We like the friendships we make." 
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According to the Macmillan Encyclopedic Dictionary of Numismatics, the first wooden money in 
America was ersatz dollars made for the unlucky depositors of the Citizens Bank of Tenino, 
Wash., when the bank failed in the 1930s. Customers were supposed to use the wooden money 
as cash. Noting that wood imitations of paper money were made in Austria in 1920, and that 
Canada and other countries have occasionally struck wooden currency, the dictionary defined 
wood money as still "considered distinctly an American contribution to exonumia'--objects that 
resemble money but are not legal tender. 


Assistant Editor: 
Norm Belsten, LM C45 


E-mail: 
nbelsten@sympatico.ca 


Phone: 


(905) 868-9187 Albert Bonesio, 72, of Torrington, Conn., first vice president of the International Organization of 


Wooden Money Collectors, has collected wooden nickels for 30 years. He's also president of a 
spinoff group, Dedicated Wooden Nickels (Dedicated Wooden Money Collectors, McFarland, 
Wisconsin, and Louisville, Kentucky) whose newsletter is Timber Lines and has done joint shows 
with the Penn-Ohio Wooden Money Collectors (POWMC—Ashtabula, Ohio). A collection's value 
just depends, Scott said. "What do you want to pay for it? What's it worth to you? That's the 
bottom line. What's it worth to you?" 


CAWMC is a member of RCNA 
and the SOC of CAWMC is a 
member of the ONA 
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This is a vintage 3 inch tall antique wooden money box (Swear cuss box with motto). It reads 
"ONE CUSS WILL COST ONE PENNY, WHILE TWO WILL COST YOU THREE, BUT THREE OR MORE 
IN GRANDEST MANNER, WELL REALLY YOU SHOULD PAY A TANNER FOR CHARITY". 





